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SUBSCRIPTIONS

MARION OAKS CIVIC ASSOCIATION
KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Welcome to our October eNewsletter monthly
edition. We are very excited to see many
residents receiving the e-newsletter. Please
talk to your neighbors about becoming
subscribers. We want to keep everyone
informed and maintain two-way
communication with the residents of Marion
Oaks.
  
Our Board of Directors and the volunteer staff
at the Deed Restrictions Office are here to
help you in any way possible. 

Subscribe to our Mailing List and eNewsletter

This week, our e-newsletter will be available in our website
in English and Spanish for the benefit of our residents.

Please visit our website: MOCA e-Newsletter

October 2026

https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/moca-e-newsletter
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/moca-e-newsletter
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Amendment 3 could cut Marion County’s library budget nearly in
half.

Marion County libraries could lose roughly half their budget in 2027 if voters
approve Amendment 3 this November, county officials warn.

352today.com
By Jamie Berube 
October 26, 2026 4:11 pm

Five shelves are lined with books in a children's reading area. Stickers on the wall and characters on
the shelves display fictional characters found in children's books and cartoons. 352today: If
Amendment 3 passes, Marion County’s libraries face a projected $6 million cut that could reduce
hours, close branches, and limit free printing, scanning, and programs.

OCALA, FL (352Today.com) – Picture this: You’re on a deadline, and you’ve spent five hours polishing
a school or work document until it’s finally perfect. You hit print, and the printer jams, dies, or spits
out an error because the $25 ink cartridge you replaced last week is already gone.

What do you do?

Or: You’re a new college grad and a potential employer needs a scanned document by the end of the
day to move forward with a job offer. Scanners cost real money. You don’t own one.

What do you do?

Or: You’re a stay-at-home parent on a meager income, and the toddlers have hit their limit, you’ve
hit yours, and the only thing that might save the afternoon is a free storytime or a cool place to run
them out of the house without spending money you do not have.

What do you do?

Or: You need a quiet room for a study group, a job interview prep session, or a community meeting,
and your living room simply isn’t big enough.

What do you do?

You’ve almost certainly heard the line: “Nobody goes to the library anymore.” The answer to every
one of those moments has been the same for generations: the library. It’s where the printer works
when yours doesn’t, where the scanner is free when you can’t afford one, where the programs are
free when the budget is tight, and where the space exists when your home doesn’t have it.

That answer is now on the ballot. In an October 21 statement, the Florida Library Association
warned that Amendment 3, which voters will decide in the November midterms, would cut locally
controlled revenue for cities and counties and put public libraries under additional financial
pressure. The association wrote, "If passed, Amendment 3 will significantly reduce locally controlled 



Continuation:
revenue available to Florida’s cities and counties. Without a clear and sustainable replacement for
that revenue, the amendment will place additional pressure on funding for public libraries and
other essential local services. For libraries, reduced local resources will mean fewer hours, reduced
staffing and programming, fewer materials and technology resources, and will seriously reduce
access to services for the communities that depend on them. For these reasons, the Florida Library
Association joins the Florida Professional Firefighters, Florida State Fraternal Order of Police,
Florida Fire Chiefs Association, Florida Recreation and Park Association, and other organizations in
opposing Amendment 3.”

Locally, the numbers are concrete. Marion County estimates the expanded homestead exemption
would reduce the General Fund by $19.55 million in fiscal year 2027-28 and another $15.4 million in
2028-29. Libraries, which draw funding from the General Fund, are projected to absorb roughly $6
million of the first-year hit, which is about half the system’s current budget.

In a statement provided to 352Today, the Marion County Board of County Commissioners said:

“Marion County continues to evaluate the potential impacts of Florida’s proposed property tax
amendment on County revenues, future budgets, and the services residents rely on. Estimates
indicate the County could experience a revenue reduction of approximately $90 million over the
next two fiscal years, compared with an estimated $317 million in property tax revenue collected
during that period. These reductions could significantly affect the County’s ability to fund essential
services, including public safety, parks, libraries, and other County operations.

“The Marion County Public Library System is funded through the General Fund, which is projected
to experience a revenue reduction of approximately $35 million over the next two fiscal years.
Without adjustments to current tax rates or fee structures, the Library System could face a
reduction of approximately $6 million in 2027, equivalent to roughly half of its current budget. A
reduction of this magnitude could place library branches, outreach services, operating hours,
books and other materials, digital resources and databases, public programming, and staffing at
risk.

“The County will continue to evaluate the potential financial impacts and consider available
options as it develops future budgets. No final decisions have been made regarding budget
allocations or service changes. Our priority is to understand the full implications of the proposed
amendment and make informed decisions that responsibly balance available resources with the
needs of our community.”

Here is what that could mean for the people who still use the library:
Fewer or closed branches, reducing access across the county.
Shorter operating hours at the locations that remain open.
Reduced availability of public computers, printers, and scanners, or longer waits and higher fees,
because these tools depend on the staffing and operations budgets that would be cut.
Fewer books, materials, digital resources, and databases.

Cuts to programs for children, teens, and adults, including storytimes, digital literacy classes, and
job-help workshops. Staff reductions, meaning less help at the desk and fewer people available to
keep technology running.



More than 60,000 Marion County residents have already voted
early or by mail.

Ocala-News
by Jeremiah Delgado
October 28, 2026

I Voted sticker in Marion County.

"I Voted" sticker in Marion County. Early voting is open through Saturday, October 31.
Over 20% of registered voters in Marion County have already cast their votes in this year’s general
election, with early voting open through Saturday.

According to updated turnout data from the Marion County Supervisor of Elections office, 61,109 of
the county’s 271,268 active eligible voters have already cast ballots, pushing overall voter turnout to
22.53% as of Wednesday morning.

Since early voting sites opened last Thursday, Oct. 22, county residents have cast 35,926 ballots at
physical polling locations. Additionally, 25,183 vote-by-mail ballots have been submitted as of 8:30
a.m. on Wednesday.

A Vote Here sign in Marion County
Early voting is now open in Marion County. For more information on polls, visit the Marion County
Supervisor of Elections Office online. 

Records maintained by the Marion County Supervisor of Elections Office show that approximately
9,323 total ballots were received on Thursday, Oct. 22, and 8,983 on Friday, Oct. 23. Voters added
another 5,800 votes on Saturday, Oct. 24, 8,681 ballots on Monday, and 7,487 on Tuesday.

A breakdown of early turnout by political affiliation shows registered Republicans leading participation
with 29,763 votes cast. Registered Democrats have cast 21,042 votes, while voters with no party
affiliation have submitted 8,462 votes. Third-party or minor-party registrants account for 1,662 votes.

Early voting runs every day through Saturday, October 31, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The general election
will take place on Tuesday, November 3.

Voters across the county will weigh in on several county and state races that were set following the
August primary.

Loss of free or low-cost meeting and study rooms used by students, job seekers, and community
groups. Reduced or eliminated outreach services that bring resources to residents who cannot easily
reach a branch.

For now, the free printers, scanners, computers, programs, and spaces that answer the scenarios above
remain available at Marion County libraries. Whether they stay at current levels depends on the
November vote and the budget decisions that follow.

Continuation:



At the top of the ticket, voters will decide between Republican Byron Donalds and Democrat David
Jolly for governor, and between Republican Ashley Moody, Democrat Angie Nixon, and independent
Neil J. Gillespie for the U.S. Senate.

In congressional contests, incumbent Republican Kat Cammack faces Democrat Seth Harp and
independent Mike Klein in District 3, while Republican nominee Randy Fine faces Democrat Eric Yonce
and Libertarian Andrew Parrott in District 6.

On the Marion County School Board, two races will head to run-offs after candidates in the races did
not secure more than 50% of the vote. In District 4, Mike Mills and Brigitte Smith are competing to
succeed outgoing member Nancy Thrower. In District 5, incumbent Sarah James faces challenger
Donald “Donny” Barber.

On the Marion County Board of County Commissioners, Republican primary winner Jeff Bairstow
appears on the District 4 ballot facing only a write-in candidate.

Voters will also decide whether to approve the continuation of the school district’s optional one-mill
operating property tax through June 2031 to fund art and music programs, school safety and security,
certified teachers, reading instruction, and vocational education.

Another countywide referendum on the ballot would authorize up to $140 million in general obligation
bonds over 20 years to acquire, preserve, and protect natural conservation lands, forests, springs,
drinking water sources, and agricultural farmland across Marion County.

And municipal voters in Dunnellon will consider a charter revision to remove the requirement that the
City Council appoint a Chief of Police over a police force, granting the council discretion to provide law
enforcement as it determines best.

Voters will also consider Florida Cabinet positions, three proposed state constitutional amendments,
and merit retention for state appellate judges and Supreme Court Justice Carlos G. Muñiz.

Registered voters may cast a ballot at any designated early voting site in Marion County or deposit
mail-in ballots into secure ballot intake stations during operating hours.

For more information on early voting, election day, and polling places, visit the Marion County
Supervisor of Elections online.

Have you cast your ballot early or do you plan to vote on Election Day? What are your thoughts on the
local school board run-offs and county bond referendums? Share your perspective in a comment
below or submit a letter to the editor.

Continuation:



Our Official Social Media Platforms: Keeping
Marion Oaks Informed.

Viviendo en Ocala: Podcast, María Gabriela Ríos.

Date: March 9, 2026

MOCA Podcast: Deed Restriction Office 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUZcrziO5u0

Date: April 6, 2026

MOCA Podcast: Marion Oaks Civic Association 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjMzf_RnKws
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TD643A6mYgA 



Marion  Oaks  Civic Association
General Membership Meeting

Minutes.
Web link: October 13, 2026. 

We have information on where you can park your Truck
or Trailer. Call the office at 352-347-7297 

https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/mo-general-membership-documents/october-2026-general-membership-meeting


Marion County
Citizen Solution Center

Code Enforcement
Submit a Concern

Click on the image

Marion Oaks is a Deed
Restricted Community

https://marioncountyfl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=0eb31c97371e47aaa6b6d1d1cbe57c33


Membership Meeting
‍

You will have the opportunity to contact your board members
directly. This is a two-way communication. Any comments,

feedback, recommendations, concerns, or issues are welcome.
 

 

Click on the email to contact board members.

 

MOCA Elected Officers
 

President: Florence Charbonneau
Contact Email: FlorenceCharbonneau@moca1973.org
 

Vice-President: Marcine Akeley
Contact Email:  MarcineAkeley@moca1973.org
 

Recording Secretary:   TBD
Contact Email:  
 

Corresponding Secretary: Peggy Jefferson
Contact Email: PeggyJefferson@moca1973.org
 

Treasurer: Nora  Burch
Contact Email: NoraBurch@moca1973.org
 
  

Director: Carmen Reyes
Contact Email: CarmenReyes@moca1973.org
 

Director: Lee Akeley
Contact Email: LeeAkeley@moca1973.org

Director: Stella Ownes
Contact Email: stellao@moca1973.org

mailto:FlorenceCharbonneau@moca1973.org
mailto:MarcineAkeley@moca1973.org
mailto:PeggyJefferson@moca1973.org
mailto:LindaGoles@moca1973.org
mailto:CarmenReyes@moca1973.org
mailto:LeeAkeley@moca1973.org
mailto:stellao@moca1973.org


Cont. MOCA Elected Officers

Director: Michael Center
Contact Email: MichaelCenter@moca1973.org

Director: Jose Torres
Contact Email: JoseTorres@moca1973.org

 

We are also taking this opportunity to invite our residents to
participate in our membership meeting, which will take place on the
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Location: 294 Marion Oaks Lane, Ocala, FL 34473, Community
Center.

Our next general membership meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. (MOCA ELECTION)

Please become an active member. The membership application is
available on our website under MO Documents, and the cost is only
$10.00 a year.

 

Website Link: MOCA Membership Application

mailto:JoseTorres@moca1973.org
mailto:JoseTorres@moca1973.org
mailto:JoseTorres@moca1973.org
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php?option=com_acym&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=16&userid=302&mailid=102
https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/by-laws-membership


Marion Oaks Deed Restriction Office
 

Marion Oaks is a Deed-Restricted Community.

Deed Report: Carmen Reyes, Office Manager
 

Issues and Concerns:

Motor homes or trailers that are left parked for years are
unsightly to residential aesthetics.

Homes that are not maintained or have garbage in their yard for
an extended period of time can be hazardous.

Commercial use of property that is zoned for residential use only
causes unwanted visitors and traffic flow.

Homes with livestock or poultry being raised may pose a possible
community health risk.

Tractor trailers parked in a residential neighborhood.

Builders coming into Marion Oaks who do not comply with our
deed restrictions. Builders are supposed to file floor plans and
square footage of the house with the Deed Restriction Office.

New residents are putting up sheds that are oversized.

 
On our website: Go to MO Documents and for the benefit of our
residents, you can view, download, or print the information before
starting a project. We are here to help you. 

Marion Oaks is a proud community.

https://www.moca1973.org/index.php/deed-restriction-documments
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